THE PEACEFUL SUBURBAN RETREAT AT DACCA
associate itself with natural helpful sympathy, and, in the
Master's case, it could not mean the principle of life denial
but intense fellow-feeling and active sympathy, since his
next commandment in the list was Compassion. So long
as Ahimsa is not conjoined to Compassion, it stands as an
ethical abstraction and does not enter deeply into life. Not
only in the religions of India—Jainism, Buddhism, and
Brahmanism, but also in Chinese ethics, long before the
contact with Indian thought, the Ahimsa commandment
occupied a high place. The Kan-Ying-P'ien or The Book
of Deeds and their Rewards contains some fine stories in
elucidation of this doctrine. There was a soldier called
Fan, whose wife long suffered from an internal wasting
disease and was at last in the very jaws of death. It was
said that she would recover, only if she would beat out the
brains of a hundred sparrows. A hundred sparrows were
brought and put in a cage before her. As the soldier's
wife watched the sparrows, her eyes were dimmed with
tears. She thought that she would joyfully die rather than
take the lives of a hundred sparrows. The door of the
cage was at once opened, and out flew the birds. Shortly
after, she came round. The story is also told of the kind-
hearted Tsao-Pin, who, though in utter discomfort, would
not repair the house, because the cracks and fissures gave
shelter to many living things. The Ahimsa commandment
is, therefore, not peculiar to Indian thought, and to-day
GandhijTs doctrine of passive resistance is inspired by
Ahimsa. All his precepts were the norms controlling the
higher spiritual life, the centre of the circle at which the
radii meet.
The Master's injunction upon his followers to abide by
the Shastras, also commands universal acceptance, for,
to-day when the Shastras have stood the test of free
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